
Melvin Leroy Simmons
August 14, 1930 - February 28, 2020

Melvin Leroy Simmons, 89 year old, Miami, Oklahoma, resident passed away
on Friday, February 28, 2020, surrounded by his loved ones. 

 Melvin was born on August 14, 1930, to Eldon Leroy and Trixie Charla Pearl
(Bacon) Simmons in Chetopa, Kansas. He graduated Fairland High School in
1948. Melvin married Frances Boyd on January 27, 1951, in Fairland,
Oklahoma. In 1952, he joined the U.S. Army. Melvin received his basic
training at Camp Pickett, Virginia. He then served his two year stint in the
army as a dental technician in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Melvin worked as a mill worker for BF Goodrich for 37 years. A year after
retiring from BF Goodrich, he went to work as a security officer at
Northeastern A&M College. In January of 2000, when Melvin was 69 years
old, he began Council on Law Enforcement Education Training (CLEET) to
become a police officer for the college. He said he wished he had become an
officer sooner because he really enjoyed it. As the oldest officer to graduate
CLEET, he was an inspiration to the others going through training with him,
including his 27 year old roommate. Melvin retired 11 years later in 2010 after
celebrating his 80th birthday. 
He was a member of the Evening Lions Club of Miami, American Legion Post
#147 and served as the commander 4 different times. He also served on the
Veteran’s Funeral Detail and always helped with Oklahoma Boys State. He
was also a member of the Gideon’s and Lone Star Baptist church, where he
served as deacon, Sunday school teacher, and choir member. 



He was preceded in death by his parents, Eldon and Trixie Simmons; and two
brothers, Charles Simmons and Ronald Simmons. 

 Melvin is survived by his wife of 69 years, Frances Simmons of the home;
three daughters, Debra Shafer and husband John of Galena, Kansas, Donna
Pryor and husband Jack of Miami, Oklahoma, and Doris Shelton of Miami;
one son, Ernest Simmons and wife Wanda of Stillwater, Oklahoma;
grandchildren, Kyle Shafer and wife Kim, Ryan Shafer, Dennis Anderson and
wife Jordan, Adam Pryor and wife Ellie, Megan Shelton Harwood, Alicia Pryor,
Emily Harp and husband Graham, Whitney Shafer and Moriah Shelton; great
grandchildren, Tori Shafer, Alex Shaffer , Elsie Pryor, Anderson Pryor, Austin
Jinks, Hunter Jinks, Adrick Harwood, and Bently Anderson; brothers, Darrel
Simmons and wife Kay of Miami, Oklahoma, and Roger Simmons and wife
Jeanette of Houston, Texas; sisters in law, Alma Lee Patton of Miami,
Oklahoma and Pat Simmons of Henryetta, Texas; and a host of nieces and
nephews. Other special people he thought of as grandchildren, Jason Gibson
and family, Sheila Warrington and family, and Alicia Shelby. 

 Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 10:00 am at Lone
Star Baptist Church in Fairland, Oklahoma. Reverend Brian Gibson and
Reverend Skip McClain will officiate. Visitation will be held on Monday, March
2, 2020, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Lone Star Baptist Church. 

 Casketbearers will be Chigger Gibson, Luke Warrington and Melvin’s
grandchildren. 

 In lieu of flowers donations may be made in Melvin’s name to Lone Star
Baptist Church or to Gideons International. 

 The family wishes to give a special thanks to Integris Hospice, the staff at
Grandwood, Chigger and Pat Gibson, Luke and Sheila Warrington and Jason
Gibson families. 

 Friends and family may send the family notes of encouragement by viewing
Mr. Simmons’ Tribute Page at www.brown-winters.com 

 Services are under the direction of Brown-Winters Funeral Home and
Cremation Service, Miami.





Cemetery Details

Fairland Cemetery

Fairland, OK 74343

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 2. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Lone Star Baptist Church
53700 E 180 RD
Fairland, OK 74343

Funeral

MAR 3. 10:00 AM (CT)

Lone Star Baptist Church
53700 E 180 RD
Fairland, OK 74343
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Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service - March 02, 2020 at 11:23
AM

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service created a
Tribute Video in memory of Melvin Leroy Simmons

Cargill Salt Freedom - March 03, 2020 at 11:34 AM

Cargill Salt Freedom purchased the Beautiful in B
lue for the family of Melvin Leroy Simmons.

Kay Simmons - March 02, 2020 at 04:19 PM

What a great tribute of love in pictures and music in honor of our
brother, Melvin. Thank you so much.

March 02, 2020 at 04:11 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Melvin Leroy Simmons.

https://www.brown-winters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brown-winters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brown-winters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brown-winters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brown-winters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service - March 02, 2020 at 10:50
AM

148 files added to the album LifeTributes

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service - March 01, 2020 at 12:07
PM

5 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Donna Riley - March 01, 2020 at 05:29 AM

So sorry to hear of your Father's passing and sending Prayers your
way. Although we did not really know your Dad he sure raised a fine
family if Ernie is an example . May God comfort you and your family
Ernie during this difficult time. 
. 
Presbyterian Bowling League - Stillwater, OK

Ernest
Simmons

Ernest Simmons - March 03, 2020 at 04:54 PM

Thank you Donna.

Kim Johnson - February 29, 2020 at 09:42 PM

There just aren’t enough words to describe Melvin. He was a one of
a kind guy that made a huge impact on our lives. We loved him
dearly. Scott snd Kim.

Michael Simmons - February 29, 2020 at 09:06 PM

I was camping out with Mike Holden in his back yard when I was Jr.
High age and we snuck down to the QT at about 1 a.m. for snacks.
Uncle Melvin caught me there because he was heading home after
a shift at BFG. He never ratted me out (as far as I know). Thanks
uncle Melvin, you probably saved me from a "whippin."

Kay Simmons - February 29, 2020 at 06:44 PM

We will miss you, big bro, but we are thankful you finished your race
to reach for your heavenly reward. Well done, good and faithful
servant!


