
John S Miller
January 10, 1928 - April 18, 2020

John Swanson Miller, 92, entered the kingdom of heaven joining his late wife,
Johnnie Dee, on April 18, 2020. 

 The long-time Bartlesville resident was born the only child to Fred and Emma
Miller on Jan. 10, 1928. He grew up and went to school in the Swedish
community of Smethport, Penn. His parents were both Swedish, his mother,
an immigrant of Sweden. He played sports throughout high school and grew
up attending the Lutheran Church. Though he grew up during the Depression
and little money was to be had, he wanted to attend college. After high school,
he served in the Navy and attended Penn State University for one year and
then finished his degree at Marietta College in Ohio with a degree in
petroleum engineering. 

 He interviewed and was hired by the Bureau of Mines and moved to
Bartlesville. It was on a blind date that he met Johnnie Dee Kampert. He
thought the Kansas girl was pretty cute and they eventually married Aug. 6,
1954. The couple was blessed with three daughters, Kathy, Cheryl and
Kristina. It was important to the Millers to teach their daughters, good ethics
and morals, and the value of a college education. He was extremely proud
that all three daughters graduated from college. In addition to his work, John
was involved in the community with the Salvation Army and in his church. He
was a talented woodworker and built most of the home they lived in on Lester
Street as well as all the garage and estate sale finds Johnnie brought home.
Following his retirement from the Bureau of Mines, he went to work part-time



at The Elks Lodge as secretary for many years. 
 The Millers enjoyed the out of doors frequently going camping and to the lake.

John and Johnnie also enjoyed a host of friends, they called “The Group” and
enjoyed many outings, trips, social events at the Elks and spending holidays
together. He was known to always joke around and give people a hard time
even in his last days at the nursing home. 
John and Johnnie were extremely involved in the Bartlesville Elks Lodge,
John serving many roles on the ritual team including exalted ruler. He was a
ritual coach for many years and served as state drug chairman. 
In later years, they enjoyed traveling and went wherever and whenever they
could to far-off destinations. 

 The couple’s three daughters were his pride and joy as well as his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
John was preceded in death by his parents; his wife; one grandson, Jeremy
Beau King and a host of friends and family. He is survived by his oldest
daughter, Kathy Ellis and her husband, Russell, of Commerce, Okla. their
oldest daughter Erika of Joplin, Mo. and youngest daughter, Lendi and
husband David Bushong of Cheyenne, Wy. and their son, Riley. He is also
survived by his second daughter, Cheryl and her husband, Brad King of
Miami, Okla., their oldest son and his wife, Kacy and Sharron King and
youngest son, Kolton, all of Miami, Okla. Also survived by his youngest
daughter, Kristina Dudley, of Bartlesville, her oldest daughter and husband,
Kelsey and Luis Sanchez and their two children, Lennon and Elijah and
youngest daughter Courtney Dudley all of Broken Arrow, Okla. 

 There will be a time for visitation at Brown-Winters Funeral Home and
Cremation Service in Miami from 10:00 AM until 12 Noon on Tuesday, This
will be a come and go time for friends to pay their respects. 

 Private Graveside services were held Tuesday at the Ottawa Indian Cemetery
in Miami, Okla. where he was laid to rest with his wife, Johnnie. Services are
under the care of Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service in
Miami. 



“I’ ll be seeing you, dad, in all the old familiar places that this heart embraces
all day through…”



Cemetery Details

Ottawa Indian Cemetery

61400 E 115 RD
Miami, OK 74354

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 21. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service
5 B Street NW
Miami, OK 74354
(918) 542-3311
info@brown-winters.com
https://www.brown-winters.com
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Toni Gonzalez - December 31, 2020 at 04:26 PM

John was my father’s younger (by 11 years) cousin and my
brother’s godfather. When I didn’t hear from him this holiday season
I thought I would find this obituary. I have fond memories of our life
in Pennsylvania. John is 15 years older than me but I remember the
joyous person he was. 
Toni Taylor Gonzalez

janet Glenn - April 23, 2020 at 02:48 PM

I’m very sorry to hear about your loss. Ay your hearts feel the love
of family and friends as you travel through this difficult time.

Valjean McCracken - April 21, 2020 at 07:18 PM

I am John's cousin, so sorry to his daughters for your loss. John & I
used to call each other at Christmas time. We would take about the
Swedish Christmas that we would have growing up all the Swedish
traditions of our grandparents and the rest of our families. They
were the best of times. I will miss our Christmas chats. He was such
a nice person. Love, Valjean

Kay Simmons - April 21, 2020 at 09:39 AM

I worked with his daughter, Kathy Ellis. She was a hard worker. We
served on a long time committee together. It was fun spending time
with her. My sympathy goes to Kathy and her family in the loss of
her dad. We are never ready to say goodbye to our parents. I pray
for their comfort and joy only GOD gives.
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Danny Garner - April 21, 2020 at 08:04 AM

Just loved to visit with John he was one of the nicest men that I
have ever had the opportunity to know he will be missed by a lot of
people, he loved his girl’s and family but he missed his wife and
now they are together again. Danny and Carolyn Garner.


