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Clyde Barry “Bill” Higgins passed from this life to his eternal home in heaven

at 10:07 AM, Sunday, August 28, 2016. He was 77 years old. Bill was born
February 21, 1939 near Stillwell, Oklahoma, in the Lyons Community of Adair

County, Oklahoma to Clyde Brown Higgins and Cynthia Jane (Perry) Higgins.
Higgins attended Cave Springs schools where he graduated from High School
in 1957. In 1959 he joined the United States Air Force and was stationed in
Waco, Texas. During his stent in the Air Force he was an aerial photographer
and news journalist. He received an honorable discharge from the Air Force in
1962. While in the Air Force he received a good conduct medal and a
commendation medal. He enrolled at Northeastern State University in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma later in 1962 and in 1966 graduated with his Bachelor
of Arts in Education with an emphasis in History. His Masters was obtained at
Pittsburg State University where he was a member of Phi Alpha Theta (history
honors fraternity) as well as the Historical Research Award.

After graduation with his Bachelors, he was hired in 1966 by Seneca Public
Schools as a 5th grade teacher and elementary boys’ basketball coach. He
eventually moved to the high school where he taught various history and civic
classes as well as sociology. After 28 years at Seneca, he retired in May of
1994. The first day Bill was employed for Seneca School System, in 1966, he
met Virginia Maxine Holmes during playground duty. They married November
22, 1969 at the First Christian Church in Commerce. They lived in Commerce
the first two years of their marriage then moved to Seneca, Missouri. They



lived in Seneca from August, 1971 until May,1974 before returning to
Commerce, Oklahoma where they lived the remainder of their married life.

Bill is survived by one daughter and her husband, Paula and David Tedlock of
Commerce, OK, one grandson Blake Tedlock of Lawrence, Kansas, one
brother and sister-in-law, Bruce and Joyce Higgins of rural Miami, several
nieces and nephews, as well as a host of friends. Higgins was preceded in
death by his wife and parents, one brother John Higgins and two sisters Betty
Parker and Beryl Dowell.

Bill hobbies included hunting, fishing, attending any activity involving his only
grandchild Blake, and studying God’s word. He loved his Lord and Savior, his
family, and his country. Bill not only had a great deal of pride for the country he
served but found it an honor and privilege to serve. He was a long time elder
at the First Christian Church in Commerce Oklahoma until it closed. He joined
the First Christian Church in Miami where he was a faithful member of the
church as well as the Sooner Sunday School Class until his death.
Pallbearers are: Dr. Steve Grigsby, Bob Evans, John Hadley, Larry Gatewood,
Bob Asbell, and Warren Brumley. Honorary Pallbearers are: Men from the
Sooner Sunday School Class. In Lieu of Flowers, the family requests
donations are made in Bill Higgins memory to the Miracle Day Fund at First
Christian Church of Miami.

Visitation is 6:00 PM — 7:00 PM Wednesday, August 31, 2016 at Brown-
Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Miami.

Services are 11:00 AM at First Christian Church on Thursday, September 1,
2016 with Brian Brubaker, Bill Ritchey, and Danny Garner officiating. Interment
will follow at Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery under the care of Brown-
Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service of Miami. Military Honors will
be provided by the Tinker Air force Base Honor Guard. Friends and family
may send the family notes of encouragement by viewing Bill's Tribute Page at
www.brown-winters.com.



Cemetery Details

Grand Army of the Republic

2801 North Main Street
Miami, OK 74354

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 31. 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service
5 B Street NW

Miami, OK 74354

(918) 542-3311

info@brown-winters.com
https://www.brown-winters.com

Service

SEP 1. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Christian Church of Miami
2424 North Main

Miami, OK 74354

(918) 542-9816
http://www.fccmiamiok.com


mailto:info@brown-winters.com
https://www.brown-winters.com/
http://www.fccmiamiok.com/

Tribute Wall

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service created a
Tribute Video in memory of Clyde Higgins

TRIBUTEHONOR

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service - August 31, 2016 at 04:51
PM

Paula, David and Blake,

You are in our prayers. Bill made a meaningful impression on me
when | first met him at the hospital during Virginia's illness. | think
your parents left a wonderful legacy in the Miami/Commerce
communities. May the Lord bless and comfort through beautiful
memories.

Bob and Joyce Barker

Bob and Joyce Barker - September 01, 2016 at 07:20 AM



70 files added to the album LifeTributes

Brown-Winters Funeral Home and Cremation Service - August 31, 2016 at 04:17
PM

Love and Prayers to this wonderful family in |
the loss of Bill. | remember Bill especially at

the First Christian Church in Commerce. He |
was a great Christian man and always helped u
in the church in every way. He loved his

church and his family and especially his grandson,Blake! Bill will be
missed by many and the gates of Heaven are opening wide for him.

Beverly Swartz - August 30, 2016 at 02:23 PM

Beverly Swartz lit a candle in memory of ]

Clyde Higgins
'u

Beverly Swartz - August 30, 2016 at 02:08 PM



David, Paula & Blake, | am so sorry to hear ]
about Bill. | know that God will help you get

through this difficult time. Bill was a wonderful |

Christian man and heaven gained another u
angel. | have lots of memories of your mom

and dad at the church, helping with bible school, etc. Your mom and
dad got Little John and Tonya involved in the bible school that year.
What a blessing they both were to so many people.

Love you,

Ginger Ratliff.

Ginger Ratliff - August 30, 2016 at 01:34 PM

Sherry Adams Tice lit a candle in memory of "
Clyde Higgins
l\*
Sherry Adams Tice - August 30, 2016 at 07:43 AM

Mr. Hlggins was a very nice man and | always enjoyed history. RIP Mr.
Hlggins.

Sherry Adams Tice - August 30, 2016 at 07:45 AM

Janet (Dodson) Watson lit a candle in "

memory of Clyde Higgins

Janet (Dodson) Watson - August 29, 2016 at 11:14 PM



Mr Higgins was a wonderfully passionate History teacher willing to
share it with all of his students. You never saw him without a smile on
his face. R.1.P. sir....you will be missed!

Janet (Dodson) Watson - August 29, 2016 at 11:16 PM



