Carol Louise Goforth

October 12, 1933 - October 11, 2017

Carol Louise Strader Goforth, 83 years old went to her final heavenly home on
October 11th in Miami, Oklahoma.

Carol was born October 12, 1933 to Berry and Mable Marx Strader at home
on the family farm that her grandfather acquired in the land run. Carol was the
youngest and as referred by her parents as “their gift from God”. She was
adored by her parents and brother Eugene 15 years her senior that allowed
his sister to do (as she described) “pretty much whatever she wanted”. She
acquired her mother’s kind, sweet demeanor and her father and brother’s
wicked sense of humor.

She was active in her church and high school. She played basketball even
though she felt the short shorts were not appropriate. Carol’s true passion and
talent was music. She began playing the piano and singing at a young age.
She majored in music at Phillips University in Enid, Ok. She attended many
piano music workshops at Oklahoma City University, and organ workshops at
Pittsburg, KS.

During a chance meeting at a Halloween party where she was dressed like a
cat, she encountered a young man who pulled her tail to get her attention. Not
until years later was his identity revealed because all she would say to him
that night was “meow”. When they did meet again. It was revealed he was
Jerry Goforth. They married in 1953- which was the soonest her parents
would allow.

Carol followed her new husband through the Navy where he was stationed in



Riverside California, to Okmulgee where he attended jewelry design school. In
1956 they welcomed their first daughter, Cynthia Louise. In addition to being a
new mother, Carol started playing the organ at the Butler Memorial Methodist
church in Okmulgee and worked in the audit department at the First National
Bank in Tulsa, OK

The young family lived briefly in Stillwater, OK where Jerry worked his first job
in jewelry repair. They moved to Pawhuska, OK where they purchased their
first jewelry store located in the historic Triangle building, this is now across
from the famed Pioneer Women’s Mercantile. Later they purchase a gift shop
and united the two businesses in a new location. In addition to working in the
jewelry store, Carol played the organ at the Methodist church, taught piano
lessons, was the church secretary, and held several offices in the Methodist
women, taught kindergarten Sunday school, worked part-time at the Chamber
office and a law office. A salesman, who made several stops in town, once
asked if she worked at every business in town. Carol may not have seen it
that way since it was during this time she began to look for new challenges
and certainly found them it in her two younger daughters Gina Marie and
Ronda Carol.

In 1964, the family of five moved to Miami, OK. Never one to stay idle she
started working in the family Jewelry store (Dawson’s Jewelry), she started
playing the pipe organ at the Methodist church and continued to play until her
passing . She was honored by FUMC in 2015 for her 50 years as the organist
with the organ dedicated in her honor. She served as Junior Choir Director 9
years and taught 5th grade Sunday school. She was the United Methodist
Women President a total of 8 times and currently vice-president. She
organized two new circles and was chair of Eve Circle for many years. She
also served on the UMW District and State Level. Currently, she was a
member the Agape Sunday School Class until her passing.

Carol served as PTA president at her daughter’s school and hospitality chair
for the state meetings. She was an active member of the Pilot Club of Miami,
served in several offices including President and as Pilot Club Governor of the



Arkansas, Oklahoma District. After watching a close friend struggle to care for
her husband with Alzheimer’s, she was instrumental in writing grants and
starting an Alzheimer’s Respite Care in Miami, sponsored by the Miami Pilot
Club. She was recently honored by the Pilot club for her 25 years of service.
She was a member of FO PEO Chapter and was the North East Oklahoma
Chairman of the National Guild of Piano Teachers and a member of the Miami
Chamber of Commerce. She taught piano students to tickle the ivories for
nearly 60 years.

Carol was the driving force in the operational success of the family store,
Goforth Jewelry. Her daughter Cindy, Cindy’s husband, Bill Tanner and their
son, Jeremy continue to carry on her and Jerry’s vision for the store: to be a
place to buy treasured memories form an honest, friendly neighbor.

Carol was a loyal and caring friend and had a work ethic driven by other than
worldly forces. She was a compassionate Christian woman with the greatest
sense of humor. She was admired for her spunk, high energy, and loving
dedication to her family, friends and OU football. Her favorite place to be was
in her home, entertaining the people she loved and beating them at games
through any means necessary. She always had a beautiful garden, an open
door, a warm smile, a generous heart and at least one dessert.

She is preceded in death by her parents Mabel and Berry Strader, brother
Eugene Strader and his wife Margaret Strader, her beloved husband Jerry of
63 years. Carol is honored in life by her three daughters, Cindy Tanner and
husband Bill, Gina White and husband Derrell, of Miami, Ronda Wilson and
husband Mike of Bartlesville, OK. Adored by her grandchildren Jessica Tanner
and fiancé Zachary Schwenke of Bartlesville, Jeremy Tanner of Miami, Kara
Poythress and husband Eric of Broken Arrow, Joshua White of Owasso, and
Morgan Riden of Bartlesville. Two great grandsons, Trey Tanner of Miami and
Greyson Tanner of Piper, Kansas. Two great granddaughter, Daveigh and
Amelia Poythress of Broken Arrow. One brother-in-law Gayle Goforth of Perry,
and one sister-in-law Betty Goforth of Okeene and several nieces, nephews,



cousins and many dear friends.

A celebration of life will be held at the FUMC in Miami on Saturday October
21st at 2pm with the Reverend Mark Rickman officiating. Services are under
the care of Brown-Winters Funeral home and Cremation Service in Miami.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that you live each day to the fullest and as a
servant of those in need as Carol did daily. Donations may be made to the
First United Methodist Church and the Pilot Club of Miami.

Friends and family may send the family notes of encouragement by viewing
Mrs. Goforth’s Tribute Page at www.brown-winters.com.



Cemetery Details

Homestead Cemetery

N2580 Rd and EO595 RD
Okeene, OK 73763

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

OCT 21. 2:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church - Miami
200 B NW

Miami, OK 74354
http://www.fumcmiami.org


http://www.fumcmiami.org/

Tribute Wall

Thoughts and prayers for Peace and Comfort at this difficult time.
Love and care for you and the family!

Karen Monroe - October 21, 2017 at 01:36 PM

Our love and blessing to the family. We both enjoyed lunch together
just two weeks ago on my way back home to England. What a joy it
was to Mrs Goforth again and all the sweet memories we had with
my family, she’s home now and having a wonderful time.

Peace,

James Hetherington, Jr

Peacehaven England

James Hetherington Jr. - October 19, 2017 at 09:14 AM

Such a lovely lady that taught a timid girl to get up in front of a
crowded church to play the "Spinning Song" and a few years later
sit before a judge to successfully play a complete piano guild
repertoire. She was always encouraging. | was honored to have her
play the FUMC pipe organ at my wedding 21 years ago. Mrs.
Goforth was a real treasure! Condolences to her family.

Toni Goforth-Potts - October 18, 2017 at 07:13 PM

Ronda, | am so sorry for the loss of your mother. My thoughts are
with you and your family.

Tonya Jordan - October 17, 2017 at 04:09 PM



Sending the family warm thoughts and |
prayers.

Mary Millikin | l

Mary - October 17, 2017 at 02:26 PM
So sorry to hear of this! She had just helped us with a fundraising
luncheon for our agency. She will be missed in the community!
Keila Dewey - October 16, 2017 at 03:19 PM
She was a thoughtful neighbor and friend to myself and my entire

family for many years. Very talented. She will be missed by the
Gray family. God bless.

Robby Gray - October 16, 2017 at 02:16 PM



Carol was such a welcoming lady when | first "
met her. She attached a cord of Love around

me and mentored me in the United Methodist i
Women. She "told" me she needed me to do u
this or that and that | would be fine doing it--

She would help and guide me. She did guide me, with Love and
positive affirmation along with others in the UMW. | rose through the
different offices to be Blessed with the honor of serving as the
Green Country District President for 2016.

Thank you, Carol, for your Love, friendship, and your musical gifts
and love of being a United Methodist Woman of God.

We'll have a Grand reunion one day!

Keep an eye on Rory for me!

Phyllis Hallett - October 13, 2017 at 01:11 PM

What a wonderful woman and a amazing |
teacher. She gave the world music one

student at a time, and will be missed deatrly. | i
Our thoughts and prayers go out to your u
family.

Melissa and Mollie Maxson - October 13, 2017 at 09:59 AM



